
 

 

 
 

Mark your 
calendars 

for upcoming 
RTLI events 

News and Activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Golf Outing 
Tuesday, June 20th  
Plum Creek Country 
Club (see page 3) 
 

RTL Booth at the Black Expo 
July 14, 15, 16 
Indiana Convention Center 
 
RTL booth at the State Fair  
August 9-20 
Volunteers needed at the booth! 
Email: statefair@RTLindy.org 
 
Celebrate Life Dinner 
Thursday, September 14th 
Indiana Convention Center 
   Table Captains Needed 
   Call Maureen at 317-844-0931  
   or 317-582-1526 
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BIKE ‘N HIKE = FUN! 
THANK YOU to all who participated and sup-
ported the first annual Right to Life Bike ‘n Hike. 
A special thank you to Marian College for hosting 
the event. We hope you will join us next year on 
Saturday, April 14th at Marian College!  
Ready for another 5K? The Knights of Colum-
bus is hosting a 5K run/walk on Saturday, May 
20th. Half of the proceeds benefit Right to Life of Indianapolis  
Call 317-578-2707 or register online at www.kofc6923.org 

5 highest fundraisers: 
Monica Foye 

Margie & Brian Heck 
Eric Slaughter 

The Kreitl Family 
Jim Jones 
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     Our son, Luke David, was born thirteen weeks early.  Up to 
that point, I had an uneventful and healthy pregnancy. However, 
we will never forget September 7, 2005. I woke up not feeling 
well. By 1:00 PM, I was in the hospital.  I had developed HELLP 
syndrome. The only “cure” for mother and baby is to deliver the 
baby immediately by cesarean section. Luke David Pottratz was 
born at 3:53 p.m. He weighed two pounds, one ounce and was 

thirteen and a half inches long.  
About five hours after birth, 
Luke was air-lifted to Texas 
Children’s Hospital (TCH) in 
Houston.  It is about 100 miles 
from where we live in Beau-
mont. He made one stop before 
he left.  The air crew wheeled 
him in his isolette to my bedside 

in the ICU. He had a head of dark hair and red, wrinkly skin. He 
was intubated, and his little body moved up and down as the ven-
tilator breathed for him. Finally, he closed his fingers around my 
finger when I placed it in his palm. He was off, and I would see 

him eight days later. 
     My mother arrived at the hospital from Indiana, and Dave 
drove to Houston to see Luke. Dave made daily trips while I re-
mained in the hospital. After I was released from the hospital, we 
all went to see Luke. He was so tiny in even a small bed. Of 
course there were tubes, wires, and monitors attached to him. It 
was a lot to take in at first, but I adjusted to it quickly. We were 
told most premature babies don’t go home until their normal due 
date.  Knowing that was twelve weeks away, Dave and I decided 
I would stay in Houston when released from my doctor.  
     A week later, I was released from my doctor. I held Luke for 
the first time on September 21st. Coming was a big snag to our 
great plan…Hurricane Rita. The hurricane was headed for the 
Houston/Galveston area. The hospital could only evacuate babies 
and not their families. We realized it would be a few days before 
we could get back into Houston to see Luke.  
     Once we arrived back in Beaumont, we learned that the hurri-
cane had increased in severity, and was turning and headed to-
ward Beaumont. We were going to have to evacuate after all. 
Early that afternoon, we received a call from TCH requesting 

Baby Luke Survives the Hurricane 
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permission to evacuate Luke. With the hurricane growing in 
severity, there was a chance for a loss of power, and Luke was 
on a ventilator. We gave our consent for Luke to be air-lifted to 
Arkansas Children’s Hospital in Little Rock. We altered our 
evacuation plans, and with help, got two hotel rooms in Little 
Rock. 
     Two hours before we left Beaumont, we received another 
call from TCH.  Arkansas Children’s Hospital couldn’t accept 
any more patients. Luke would be evacuated to Ft. Worth in-
stead. However, with over a million people heading north out of 
Houston, trying to get to Ft. Worth would be impossible and 
unsafe. So we loaded the car and headed for Little Rock. It was 
Thursday, September 22nd. 
     On Saturday, we left Little Rock, and headed to Ft. Worth to 
see Luke. To avoid the remnants of the hurricane, we had taken 
a northerly route through Oklahoma to get to Ft. Worth, so we 
didn’t arrive until about 8:00 PM.  After checking in, Dave and I 
went to see Luke.  It had only been three days since we had seen 
him, but it seemed like an eternity.  He looked great. 
     We spent nine days in Ft. Worth. While there, Luke was 
treated for pneumonia, feeding intolerances, and was on, off, 
and on the ventilator. We received great care in Ft. Worth and 
our stay at the Ronald McDonald House was very pleasant. Fi-
nally, Luke was released back to Texas Children’s Hospital in 
Houston. He was airlifted again. We drove. It was Monday, Oc-
tober 3rd. Luke has now had two plane rides! 
     Our story gets simpler now. Once back in Houston we could 
think about getting into a routine and we could see our home for 
the first time since the hurricane. As we drove from Houston to 
Beaumont, we could start to see the hurricane damage.  
     It’s hard to describe what I thought or felt when I saw our 
home. Our home was fine. However, I still wasn’t prepared for 
what I saw in our neighborhood. There were trees down, huge 
tree trunks pulled from the ground. There were roofs with holes 
in them and entire fences were gone. There were broken street 
signs, tree limbs everywhere, and there was debris littering 
every yard. I remember wondering what a “hard hit” neighbor-
hood looked like. Dave and Dad took the boards off the win-
dows and cleared our yard while Mom and I returned the inside 
of the house to its pre-hurricane preparation state. An evening 
curfew was in effect in Beaumont so we left to return to Hous-
ton. The next day Dave moved me into the Ronald McDonald 
House of Houston. Then he left for his return to work. It was 
Thursday, October 6th. 

     When Luke was transferred back to Houston, he was placed 
in the same area of the Level III nursery. It was comforting to 
see familiar faces, particularly Mary Faye Colby, Luke’s nurse 
practitioner. I spent the next day with Mom and Dad until they 
left about 3:00 PM to fly back to Indiana. Shortly after they left, 
I witnessed Luke having an “episode”. I remember Mary Faye 
telling me that Luke was “choosing not to breathe and she could 
not let him make that decision.” So I watched as two respiratory 
therapists and a physician joined Mary Faye and Luke’s nurse. 
He was “bagged” and quickly re-intubated and placed back on 
the ventilator. It was Friday, October 7th. 
     Over the next three weeks, we settled into a routine. I stayed 
in Houston while Dave worked. He drove over every weekend. I 
looked forward to every Friday and dreaded every Sunday after-
noon. Luke slowly made progress. He fought through pneumo-
nia again. He was slowly gaining weight and filling out. He con-
tinued to be fed through an oral gastric tube and received sup-
plemental nutrition through his intravenous line. We were able 
to hold him, change his diapers, and help with his baths. We 
would sing and read to him every day. I recorded myself reading 
to him and the nurses played the tape when I was gone. They 
said he responded to it. He was always calm and his breathing 
was easy when he was listening. We shot a lot of video and I 
made entries almost daily in a small notebook. 
     We cannot talk of this experience without mentioning the 
other parents we got to know. Seeing the smiles and the head 
nods from other parents when we walked into the nursery re-
minded us that we weren’t alone. One of these families was the 
Cateni’s. They came to Houston before their son, Enzo, was 
born when they learned he had spina bifida. I often watched and 
learned from Tamara. She had been at TCH for months. She was 
positive, involved, and informed. As Luke was making progress, 
Enzo was battling a systemic infection and fighting for his life. 
One Monday, Luke had progressed enough to be transferred to 
the Level II nursery. That same day, Enzo lost his battle. He 
died that evening. It was Monday, October 31st. 
     We spent the next six and a half weeks in the Level II nurs-
ery. This is where Luke just started to take off. He slowly pro-
gressed from tube feeding to bottle feeding. He had laser eye 
surgery on November 18th for retinopathy of prematurity and did 
well. We had a great team of nurses, doctors, and therapists 
working with our family. Luke had many tests over the last two 
weeks to assure the staff and us that he was ready. Home oxy-
gen was arranged. He was seen by a surgeon to plan for a hernia 
repair.  Dave and I had infant CPR and car seat education. Fol-
low-up appointments were scheduled with the ophthalmologist, 
pulmonologist, and surgeon. Luke received his immunizations. 
Finally, the day arrived. Luke was exactly 14 weeks old, one 
week past his due date, when Dave, Luke, and I left the hospital. 
It was Wednesday, December 14th. 
      We have enjoyed sharing our story. We are thankful every 
day when we look at Luke. He now weighs 14 1/2  pounds and 
is 24 1/2  inches long. He is off his oxygen. His retinopathy is 
fully regressed. He just had his hernia repair and did well. Our 
story is one of highs and lows, challenges and blessings. We 
want to end this by asking for your prayers for Tamara and 
Bruno Cateni.       

-Alison and David Pottratz  
(Family of RTLI Board Member Tom Pottratz) 
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Sponso r  Oppor tun i t i es ! 
Sponsor  on l ine  a t  www .RTL indy .o rg  

�  Ho le  In  One Sponsor  $3000* 

�  Lunch Sponsor  $ 2000* 

�  Awards  Sponsor  $2000* 

�  Pu t t  Contes t  Sponsor  $2000* 
�  Enhancer  Sponso r  $1200 

�  P rac t i ce  Tee Sponsor  $1200 

�  Raf f le  Sponsor  $1200 

�  C loses t  to  P in -Men $600 

�  C loses t  to  P in -Lad ies  $600 

�  Longes t  Dr ive-Men $600 

�  Longes t  Dr ive-Lad ies  $600 

�  Photographer  Sponsor  $300 

�  Beverage Car t  Sponsor  $300 

�  Ho le  Sponsor  $200 

* Inc ludes  f ou r  go l f e r  en t ry  f ees  
Al l  sponso rs  and  pa t rons [ i nd iv i dua ls  o r  
bus iness ]  rece ive  event  s ignage,  RTL 
webpage  l i s t i ng  w i th  ho t l i nks ,  annua l  
banquet  recogn i t i on  &  news le t te r  

      Seventh Annual Respect Life  
             Golf Tournament 

Tuesday, June 20, 2006 
Plum Creek Country Club 

· 10:30 a.m. Registration 

· 11:30 Lunch 

· 12:15 Shotgun start-Florida Scramble 

· 18 holes of golf 

· Open driving range 

· Win a new car or other great prizes!  

 
Player name__________________________________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________________ 
 
City__________________________________Zip____________ 
 
Phone____________________________________ 
 
Email_____________________________________ 
 

 
Player name__________________________________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________________ 
 
City__________________________________Zip____________ 
 
Phone____________________________________ 
 
Email_____________________________________ 
 

 
Player name__________________________________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________________ 
 
City__________________________________Zip____________ 
 
Phone____________________________________ 
 
Email_____________________________________ 
 

 
Player name__________________________________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________________ 
 
City__________________________________Zip____________ 
 
Phone____________________________________ 
 
Email_____________________________________ 
 

 Sign us up! $120/player. Make your own 
foursome or sign up as an individual!   

Send checks to address on next page 
or register online at www.RTLindy.org 
Entries must be received by June 15, 2006  

 Directions: Go North on Keystone Ave from I-465 to 126th St. Right on 126th St; Right on Lynnwood 

located after the round-about. Prizes, awards and dinner immediately follow completion of play. 



 

 

 
Right To Life of Indianapolis, Inc. 
1060 East 86th Street, Suite 61B 
Indianapolis, IN 46240 
317-582-1526 

 
Not For Profit 
U.S. Postage Paid 
Permit #4200 
Indianapolis, IN 

www.RTLindy.org 

 
Inside this issue: 

       

¨ Bike ‘n Hike Recap ¨   Golf Outing (Ya’ll come!) 

¨ Baby Luke & the Hurricane ¨   Honoring Mothers  

¨ News and Notes 
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What would happen if Roe v. 
Wade was overturned? 

Contrary to popular belief, if Roe V. Wade was 
overturned, abortion would still be legal in most of the 
United States, including in Indiana. USA Today pub-
lished a front page article (“‘Roe v. Wade’: The Divided 
States of America”) on April 17, 2006, using data from 
the Guttmacher Institute, the research arm of Planned 
Parenthood. This map is their prediction of the state-by-
state legislative action following a hypothetical overturn 
of Roe v. Wade.  
Talk of illegalizing abortion has been more prominent 
recently, partly because of the recent law passed in 
South Dakota which made abortion in the state ille-
gal. According to Susan Page, of USA Today, NARAL Pro-Choice America sent an urgent email message after the pas-
sage of this bill asking its supporters “Is your state next?”  
Nine states are considering bans similar to the one passed in South Dakota and four states are debating restrictions that 
would be triggered if the Supreme Court overturned Roe.            -USA Today April 17, 2006 
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Stay informed on pro-life news and events!  
To sign up for our e-newsletters, email us at 

life@RTLindy.org.  
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According to a recent article in Glamour maga-
zine, titled “The mysterious disappearance of 
young pro-choice women,” the number of 
women who think that unrestricted abortion 
should be legal is decreasing.  
“I’ve seen the numbers and I find them un-
believably shocking,” says Alexander 
Sanger, chairman of the International 
Planned Parenthood Council (and grandson 
of Planned Parenthood founder Margaret 
Sanger). “It’s not just the numbers that are 
down among pro-choice women, it’s the enthu-
siasm.” Sanger noted that many colleges no 
longer have a pro-choice group, but at every 
campus he visits, there is a vocal group of  
young pro-life women who show up to hear 
him speak. -Susan Dominus, Glamour, August 
2005  

“Pro-choice enthusiasm” down among young women  

Percentage of Young Women (18-29)  
who said abortion should be... 

Please pray that this trend among young people continues! 

States likely to continue access to abortion 
States in the middle 
States likely to restrict abortion 

Data from USA Today 
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Euthanasia during Hurricane Katrina? 

The Attorney General of Louisiana is investigating 
charges of possible euthanasia at the New Orleans Life-
Care Hospital, located within Memorial Hospital, fol-
lowing Hurricane Katrina. National Public Radio (NPR) 
recently aired a story concerning the secret court docu-
ments that they were able to view regarding this case. Ac-
cording to NPR, “The documents reveal chilling details 
about events at Memorial hospital in the chaotic days fol-
lowing the storm, including hospital administrators who 
saw a doctor filling syringes with painkillers and heard 
plans to give patients lethal doses. The witnesses also 
heard staff discussing the agonizing decision to end pa-
tients' lives. According to statements given to an investiga-
tor in the attorney general's office, LifeCare's pharmacy 
director, the director of physical medicine and an assistant 
administrator say they were told that the evacuation plan 
for the seventh floor was to ‘not leave any living patients 
behind,’ and that ‘a lethal dose would be administered,’ 
according to their statements in court documents.” 

“According to eye-witness accounts, LifeCare's pharmacy 
director said that later that Thursday morning, he found 
Dr. Anna Pou in the seventh-floor medical-charting room. 
According to his statement, Pou and two unnamed nurses 
informed him that it had been decided to administer lethal 
doses to LifeCare patients. From the court documents, it is 
not clear where the instruction came from. When asked 
what medication was to be given, the pharmacy director 
told the investigator from the AG's office that Pou showed 
him a big pack of morphine vials. The LifeCare pharmacy 
director stated that, before evacuating, he saw Pou and the 
two nurses enter the rooms of remaining LifeCare pa-
tients.”                                                       – www.NPR.org 

Two more deaths linked to RU-486 
 
Two more young women have died after using the abor-
tion pill RU-486: a warning that brought renewed de-
mands to pull the controversial drug from the market.  
The Food and Drug Administration warned doctors to 
watch for a rare but deadly infection previously implicated 
in four deaths of women who had taken the drug. The 
drug, also called Mifeprex or mifepristone, has not been 
proved to have caused any of those deaths. 
Two Pro-life Senators, Republicans Jim DeMint of South 
Carolina and Tom Coburn of Oklahoma, urged passage of 
legislation that would suspend sales of RU-486 until the 
Government Accountability Office reviews how the FDA 
approved the pill. 
“RU-486 is a deadly drug that is killing pregnant women,” 
DeMint said. “This drug should never have been ap-
proved, and it must be suspended immediately.” Two 
more deaths have occurred since the FDA’s  “black box” 
warning, which is the most serious health warning on 
medications. Is the danger told to young women??? 
Monty Patterson, a California man whose 18-year-old 
daughter, Holly, died in 2003 after taking the abortion pill, 
also said the drug should be pulled. The Senate bill is in-
formally called “Holly’s Law.” 
“The bottom line is that this is not about the abortion 
debate. This is about the safety, health and welfare of 
women,” Patterson said.                            –MSNBC.com 

Pain of the Unborn  
 

The U.S. Congress has held hear-
ing on “fetal pain;” scientific 
journals have also weighed in. 
Why is this important? “By offer-
ing pain control [to the fetus] dur-
ing an abortion, we still would 
not succeed in redeeming or sani-
tizing the act itself. Pain-free kill-
ing is still killing. But at least by 
encouraging abortion doctors and 
their pregnant patients to consider 
the pain the infant may experi-

ence, they may be prompted to consider a deeper di-
mension of what they are doing,” said Rev. Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk, Ph.D  
                                 —Choose Life March/April 2006 

Supreme Court to Review Blockage 
of the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban 

The Supreme Court recently an-
nounced that it will review a lower-
court ruling that has blocked enforce-
ment of the Partial-Birth Abortion 
Ban Act, a bill signed into law by 
President George W. Bush on No-
vember 5, 2003.  

The case will be heard during the next term, which begins 
in October. Please pray for our Justices. 

���������		
����� � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � ���
����


